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PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To permit renewal without erasing once a region in 
which the niiitJser of times of rewriting is stored when record of the 
number of times of rewriting data is updated in a semiconductor memory 
(flash memory) being rewritable. 

SOLUTION: A number of times of rewriting recording region 13 recording 
the number of times of rewriting in a data storing region of a flash 
memory is provided, the number of data previously decided setting an 
address of data of high ( ' 1 ' ) of 1 bit corresponding to one time of 
rewriting is stored in the number of times of rewriting recording region 
13. And record of the number of times of rewriting is updated by changing 
data of high ( • 1 ' ) of the 1 bit to data of low ( ' 0 ' ) every one time of 
rewriting. The update is performed so that it is shifted from low-order 
of an address to high-order. Also, the nuiti>er of data of the low ('0') is 
counted by a counter, and this number of count is displayed on a display 
section. 
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